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hold. And what we’ve got to do—I’ve spent
a lot of time, since I came out of—basically
out of the hunting and sport shooting culture,
I’ve spent a lot of time explaining to the peo-
ple on my side of this why the people on
the other side think the way they do and
argue the way they do and feel the way they
do. And I think it’s important that we try
to minimize calling each other names, and
try to hear what each other is saying. And
I thought the gentleman who is the gun deal-
er today made some particularly cogent
points. And I appreciate what you said.

And I also want to say, not every problem
has an easy answer. I don’t have an answer
to what the gentleman up there said, that
he quit using Smith & Wesson guns because
he and his wife didn’t want to spend 2 hours
every night that they didn’t have running
their small business to load up 400, 500 guns.
There’s not an easy answer to every one of
these things.

But we’ll get through this, and we can
make this the safest big country in the world
if we keep listening to each other and dealing
with each other respectfully, the way all of
you have today. And I just want to thank you.
And I want to thank all the officials who came
here today for the role they played in this.

Thank you.

NOTE: The townhall meeting began at 1 p.m. at
the University of Denver. In his remarks, the
President referred to Gov. Bill F. Owens and State
Attorney General Kenneth Salazar of Colorado;
and Charlton Heston, president, National Rifle
Association. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the America’s Private
Investment Companies Initiative
April 12, 2000

Last fall in Chicago, Speaker Hastert and
I agreed to work together on a bipartisan leg-
islative initiative to bring new private invest-
ment to America’s economically disadvan-
taged communities. Today I am pleased to
report that we have made some progress on
that pledge. Passage of the APIC’s initiative
by the House Banking and Financial Services
Committee represents the first crucial step
in this bipartisan effort. America’s Private In-

vestment Companies (APIC’s) will spur as
much as $1.5 billion in new private invest-
ment in new markets across America. They
represent a smart, innovative way to help en-
sure that all communities share in America’s
economic prosperity.

I would like to thank Representatives
LaFalce, Leach, Lazio, Kanjorski, and Baker
for their leadership in moving this legislation
forward. I look forward to continue working
with Congress on comprehensive legislation
to help renew America’s communities and
tap into the full potential of our new markets
this year.

Statement on Organ Donation
Legislation
April 12, 2000

I am pleased by Senator Frist and Senator
Kennedy’s announcement that they have
reached a compromise on legislation that
moves our Nation forward to promote great-
er equity and effectiveness in the allocation
of our Nation’s organ supply. This com-
promise takes a first step towards ensuring
that those Americans most in need of receiv-
ing these life-saving resources will be able
to better access them. At the same time, we
must redouble our efforts to encourage vol-
untary donation by all Americans.

Proclamation 7291—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2000
April 12, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children face many challenges in today’s

complex society. Peer pressure to abuse
drugs and alcohol; negative influences in
films, music, television, and videos; school vi-
olence; gang activities; fear and low self-es-
teem—any or all of these pressures can lead
young people to make unwise choices that
can jeopardize their future and even their
lives. Since 1983, however, there has been
a strong positive influence in the lives of
America’s children that is helping them to
navigate safely through these dangers and
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uncertainties: Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (D.A.R.E.).

D.A.R.E. was developed jointly by the Los
Angeles Police Department and the Los An-
geles Unified School District and continues
to draw its strength from partnerships among
law enforcement officials, schools, parents,
and communities. Under the program, spe-
cially trained police officers conduct class-
room lessons designed to teach children from
kindergarten through the 12th grade how to
make healthy choices, overcome negative in-
fluences, avoid destructive behavior, and re-
sist the lure of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco.

The D.A.R.E. curriculum has several com-
ponents designed to meet the changing
needs of students as they mature. From the
visitation program for children in kinder-
garten and the early elementary school years
to the core curriculum for highly vulnerable
fifth and sixth graders to reinforcement pro-
grams for middle school, junior high, and
senior high students, D.A.R.E. helps young
people of all ages develop the skills and self-
confidence to recognize and resist negative
influences. And this year, D.A.R.E. has
pledged to use a specialized curriculum to
reach out to thousands of parents and help
them talk to their children about drugs.

My Administration is also taking forceful
measures to help our young people make the
decision to reject drugs. We are continuing
to expand the unprecedented National Youth
Anti-Drug Media Campaign in order to
change the attitudes of an entire generation
of young people; a campaign that is working
across all race, gender, grade level, and in-
come lines. The campaign is already paying
dividends for American families: studies
show that growing numbers of parents are
talking to their children about the dangers
of drug use, and youth drug use is down 13
percent in just one year. We have also ex-
panded the Safe and Drug-Free Schools pro-
gram and the Drug-Free Communities pro-
gram.

Through efforts like these and the commit-
ment of programs like D.A.R.E., we can en-
sure that America’s children have the skills,
self-esteem, and guidance they need to reject
substance abuse and violence and to create
for themselves a bright and healthy future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 13, 2000,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our
youth, parents, educators, and all the people
of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 20.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session With the American Society of
Newspaper Editors
April 13, 2000

The President. Thank you very much,
Chris. And thank you for asking me again—
I think. [Laughter] I want to say I am de-
lighted to be here. And I’m glad you said
it was the sixth time. I knew I had been here
more than half the time, but we were talking
on the way in about how, when you live a
busy life, how memory fades. And I’ve en-
joyed these six occasions, or at least the pre-
vious five, and I think I’ll enjoy this one.

I was asking myself on the way over here,
why am I doing this? I’m not running for
anything. [Laughter] And I read the Vice
President’s speech to you and the jokes that
he made, the joke he made about Chris and
the Orange County Register. I was so de-
lighted to carry Orange County, I didn’t care
whether the newspaper was for us or not.
[Laughter] And surprised.

But I am delighted to be here. And I want
to talk primarily today about the present de-
bate over the budget and tax proposals on
Capitol Hill. But I would like to say one thing
very briefly at the outset about the census
and to ask for your help.
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